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numbers in the cigarette factories. Not many
years ago the tobacco industry was supposed to
belong to the negro, but with the introduction
of machinery he has lost his monopoly, though
on account of the expansion of the industry the
total number of negroes employed is greater than
ever before.

In the smaller factories labor is usually paid by
the day, but in the larger establishments every
operation possible is on a piecework basis. These
operations are so related in a series that a slacker
feels the displeasure of those who follow him and
depend upon him for a supply of material. In the
smaller factories the work is regarded somewhat In
the light of a summer holiday, as the tasks are
simple and the operatives talk and sing at their
work. This social element largely disappears, how-
ever, with the introduction of machinery. As
might be expected in a labor force composed of
men, women, and children, both white and black,
with some engaged in manual labor and others tend-
ing complicated machines, there is little solidarity.
An organized strike including any large percentage
of the force in a tobacco factory is a practical im-
possibility. Those engaged in a particular process
may strike and in consequence tie up the processes